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And I myſelf alſo am perſuaded of you, my brethren, that ye 
- -alſe are full of goodneſs, filled with all knowledge, able alſa 
to admoniſh one another. Rom. xv. 14. 
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"DEDICATION. 


'TO all who believe the GLORIOVS GOSPEL 
- or CHRIST; and eſteem it their privilege, and 
. Indiſpenſible duty, to obſerve his Ordinauces, in 
. a ſtate of ſeparation from the world *. 

Mr BRETHREN, 

AM ſenſible that it would be improper to addreſs the 

world in general about the ſubject of the following 
pages. Unbelievers, and even ſtrict profeſſors in the na- 
tional ways will not find themſelves intereſted in it; there 
being no ſuch cuſtom as is here recommended, except in 
| churches formed on the plan of thoſe which were planted 
by the Apoſtles. But I hope that you, who, in conſequence 
of believing the goſpel, have been baptized, and taught to 
obſerve all things whatſoever Jeſus Chriſt hath comman- 
ded (a), will ſee the importance of brethren in churches 
ſpeaking the truth in love, that they may grow up into him 
in all things, who is the head, even Chriſt (5); and ex- 
horting one another daily, while it is called to-day, leſt any 

of them be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of ſin (c). 

I doubt not you will alſo readily admit, that brethren on 

whom the Lord hath conferred gifts for ſpeaking to the 

edification of others, do not perform this duty merely by 


„There is an obvious reaſon for not confining the dedication to perſons 
_ qualified for ſpeaking in public. Thoſe who hear are no leſs intereſted in this 
© ſubje& than thoſe who ſpeak, for the thing intended is the edification of all. 
And the ſame authority which binds the one to ſpeak as the oracles of God, 
binds alſo the other to be ſwift to hear, flow to ſpeak, flow to wrath; to 
receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word, which is able to ſave their ſouls; 
and to be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving their own mes 
rnd i. 19, 21, 22. 


(2) Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. (0) Epheſ. i iv. 18. 4 208 Heb. ii 13. 
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filling up a certain portion of time allotted for the purpoſe, 
unleſs they are animated by the motives of the goſpel, and 
ſpeak the truth in a humble, zealous, ang affeQionate man- 


ner. On theſe accounts I hope to be forgiven, for thug 
attempting, in a very familiar way, to ſnow you what is 


implied in ſpeaking as the oracles of God. 

The ſubſtance of the following Aiſcourſę was delivered 
ſome time ago to the Baptiſt church at Edinburgh, who are 
all perſuaded that it is the duty and privilege of brethren i in 
Chriſtian churches to exhort one another, not only in pri- 
vate, but alſo when publicly aſſembled together *. It was 
therefor unneceſſary to eſtabliſh this point, by the various 
arguments and ſcripture proofs that might have been ad- 
duced, to corroborate what is only hinted at in the intro- 
duction. Indeed, thoſe who will not be ſatisfied with a 
plain injunction, ſuch as that contained in Heb. x. 25. 
« Forſake not the aſſembling of yourſelves together, but 
& exhort one another z (where the brethren in general are 
evidently commanded to exhort one another, when afſem- 
bled for the purpoſe of divine worſhip,) will hardly be con- 
vinced by any argument, nn plain, forcible, and con- | 


cluſive. 


I have touched both at hs matter and manner of exhor- 
tation, but have dwelt chiefly on the laſt of theſe; not from 
any idea that our manner of ſpeech is of greater importance 
than the truths we declare, or the duties we enjoin; but 
merely becauſe it appears to me that a great deal more de- 
pends on our manner of addrefling one another about the 
things of God, than is generally imagined; and becauſe 
this has been almoſt totally overlooked by many Indepen- 
dents, not a few of whom entertain a principle, directiy 
oppoſite to what is here maintained. 

Though you are earneſtly intreated in the following 
pages, to exerciſe any gifts which the Lord hath conferred 


* It is perhaps ſcarce needful to obſerye, that on the contrary we are ag 
fully perſuaded, that women are entirely prohibited from public teaching or 
exhorting, as being inconſiftent with that modeſty and ſubjection which 
becomes the fex. Ix Cor. Liv. 34, 35+ I Tim. ii. 1 . to the end. 
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upon you; for the edification of your brethren, it 6 Sedans 

my intention to make you conſider yourſelves as teachers · 
This would be to affirm that all are teachers, which is pet 
emptorily denied by the Apoſtle Paul (a); and that a ſociety 
of Chriſtians may lawfully ie many maſters, or teachers, Opn: 
poſite to an expreſs injunction of the. Apoſtle James W. 
Ie would confound the diſtinftion between teachers and 
taught, which is every where preſerved in the word of God, 
and muſt in the nature of the thing exiſt, It would confer 
upon all who have any. gifts for ſpeaking, that authority, 
rule, and preſidency, which is always connected with teach» 
ing, and belangs only to thoſe who are appointed by the 
churches of Chriſt to the office of teachers (e). While ther» 
for we give full ſcope to the modeſt, humble, and zealous 
exerciſe of every gift in it's proper place, agreeable to that 
beautiful repreſentation of the. body of Chriſt, 1 Corinth. 
chap. zith, we maintain as firmly the Lord's appointment 
of paſtors and teachers, who have the overſight of the flock; 
and think it highly neceſſary to check the pride of thoſe, 
who would take this office at their own hand, without the 
fuffrage of their brethren (d), or even aſpire at the exerciſe 
of gifts which they do not really poſſeſs (e). _ | 
Neither is it our opinion, that all are qualified for exhor- 
ting one anather, as private brethren in the church. We 
are perſuaded that the Lord hath beſtowed talents of this 
kind upon ſome, and with-held them from others. But it 
has ſeldom been neceſſary to prohibit any of this laſt de- 
ſcription, as they are generally ſenſible of their weakneſs, 
and do not attempt, in this way, to ſtep out of the place 
aſſigned them in the body, We need upon the whole, ra- 
ther to encourage than to reſtrict. 

It is true I have ſet before you the example of Chriſt 4 
his Apoſtles. But what other example can be propoſed to 
the meaneſt of his diſciples? If the duty is enjoined, it can 

only be performed, like all other duties, by imitating ſuch 


(a) 1 Cor. xi, 29. (5) James iii. K. (c) x Theſſ. v. 12. 
1 Tim. iti. 2, 4,5. Chap. iv. 11, 12. 2 Tim. iv. 2. Tit. ii. 15. Heb. xiii. I7. 
(4) Acts xiv. na Rom. x. 15. Tit. i. 5. (e) Rom. zii. 3. 
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examples. Zen the elders of the churches have no preten-. 
fions to an immediate commiſſion from the Lord, or to any 
of thoſe extraordinary qualifications with which the Apoſtles 
were endowed. Yet, as overſeers of the flock of God, they 
are ſurely to imitate the humility, faithfulneſs, and zeal of 
the Apoſtles, and of the Lord himſelf (a). In like manner, 
you are not called to imitate the Apoſtles as public teachers, 
if this office has not been conferred upon you by a church 
of Chriſt. But, though you are ſo far from arrogating to 
yourſelves the character of Apoſtles, as not even to aſſume 
the authority, or uſurp the place of ordinary teachers; you 
may ſafely imitate theſe high examples, in every duty you 
have to perform as members of the body of Chriſt (5). And 
there can be no harm in copying to the utmoſt of your power, 
that humility, ſelf-denial, fervency, and affection, with which 
they ſpoke the word of God. Nay, it is only by doing ſo, 
that you can expect to profit the ſouls of your brethren. 
Remember alſo, my beloved brethren, that it is not 
enough, merely to be convinced in your judgments, that 
you are bound by the law of Chriſt to exhort and edify one 
another; though you may have ſuch a view of the order of 
the churches of Chriſt, as will lead you to do this with out- 
ward decency. If you would have any hand in building up 
the churches of the ſaints, which is the beſt work you can 
be engaged in, and the higheſt honour you are capable of 


receiving in this world; you muſt live by the faith of the 


Son of God, enjoying a ſenſe of his love, maintaining inter- 
courſe with God by fervent prayer in ſecret, as well as by 
attending on public ordinances, and counting all things loſs 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus your 
Lord. It is only when we ſpeak from experience, that it 
can be profitable either to ourſelves or others. Mere know- 
ledge may inform the judgment, but it cannot warm the 
heart. This laſt is the province of charity or love, con- 
cerning which the Apoitle ſays, « Charity edifieth (c). 


() Acts xx. 17. to 36. particularly ver. 28, 31, 35. 1 Pet. v. I, 2, 3, 4. 


() 1 Cor. x. 33, and xi. 1. Epheſ. v. 1, 2. (c) 1 Cor. viii. x. 


6 
And ben our hearts are full of love, it will appear, nat 


only in our way of ſpeaking about the goſpel, and the com- 


mandments of Chriſt, but in the whole of our conduct. 
The moſt effectual way to edify the ſouls of our brethren, 
is to ſhow in ourſelves an example of the practical influence 
of the word of God; and to walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath 
loved us, and given himſelf for us (a). To this I apprehend 
the Apoſtle chiefly refers, when he ſays, « Provoking one 
« another to love and to good works (b).” When we thus 
enjoy the comforts of the goſpel, and live unto him who 
died for us, it will be an eaſy and natural thing to ſpeak the 
truth in love, to occupy our talents in the place that God 
hath aſſigned us, and in ſo doing, to ſeek not our own 
honour, but the glory of God and the good of his people. 

But when we fall into a ſtate of lukewarmneſs and indif- 
ference, not fully awake to the importance of divine things, 
having but faint impreſſions of our own guilt and wretched- 
neſs, and of the greatneſs of the love of God, who gave his 
beloved Son to the death for us, and quickened us when we 
were dead in ſins, how can we expect to edify one another? 
If we do not ſpeak out of the abundance of our hearts, it 
will be a burdenſome ſervice to ſpeak at all. When this is 

our ſituation, we become negligent in the performance of 
this duty; ſome who might be employed in it, avoid it alto- 
gether, and others keep up the mere outward form, ſpeaking 
of the things which concern our everlaſting welfare, in a 
lifeleſs, formal, and inſipid manner. 

I would exhort you, my brethren, againſt making ſuch a 
dull, unanimated appearance in the profeſſion of the name 
of Chriſt. A ſpirit of this kind is apt to ſteal in upon us 
by degrees; and I am perſuaded that there is no evil at this 
time more univerſally prevalent among the followers of 
Chriſt. Yet his coming draweth nigh; the Judge ſtandeth 
before the door; and the cry will ſoon be heard, behold the 
Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. While he 
tarrieth, not only the fooliſh, but even the wiſe virgins are 


(e) Epheſ. v. I, 2. (3) Heb. 2. 24. 


(8) 
afleep(a). Dream not, however, of peace and ſafety in this 
unwarrantable poſture. You will at any rate be afraid and 
aſhamed, if you thus meet the Lord at his coming. And 
though all his people will be ſafe in that tremendous day, 
you have no reafon to think that you are his people, if you 


 fleep like thoſe who are of the night and of darkneſs, and 


who ſay peace and ſafety, when ſudden deſtruQtion is com- 
ing upon them. The Apoſtle ſhows the very oppoſite of 


this to be the character of the true followers of Chriſt, 


while he thus addreſſes them, „ But ye, brethren, are not 
dc jn darkneſs, that that day ſhould overtake you as a thief. 
« Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the 
ce day: we are not of the night, nor of darkneſs. Therefot 
ec jet us not ſleep as do others; _ and be 
« ſober (b).” | | 

I have only further to requeſt, that you would attentively 
conſider the word of God in relation to this important ſub- 
ject; and that ſuch of you as are poſſeſſed of gifts, would 
endeavour to regulate the exerciſe of them by that unerring 
Randard. To aſſiſt you in this, eſpecially thoſe of you who 
labour under many diſadvantages by reſiding at a diſtanet 
from churches, is the intention of publiſhing the following 
diſcourſe. Praying that the Lord may ACCOMPANY it with 


his effeQual bleſſing, I am, affectionately yours in the bond“ 


THE AUTHOR. 
ED INBVU AGR, ? 


30th July, 1787. 


(a) Mat. xv. 5. (d) 1 Theff. v. 4, 1 
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D18COURS K 
ON THE DUTY OF 1 


MUTUAL EXHOR TATION. 


1 Per. iv. 11. 


F any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of God. 


by — 


HE brethren in general are here addreſſed. 
The Apoſtle does not ſay, if any elder or 
teacher ſpeak—but any man, that is, any brother, 
This ſhould be underſtood in the ſame way as the 
words that follow. If any man miniſter, let him 
do it as of the ability which God giveth.” All 
who have this world's goods are called to miniſter ta. 
the ſaints, and they are to do it, according to the abi- 
lity which God giveth. In like manner, all who arg 
poſſeſſed of any gift for ſpeaking, are to uſe it accor- 
ding to their ability. There may be ſome who have 
no gifts, and there are alſo ſome who have nothing 
wherewith to miniſter; but, while it is the duty of 
the reſt of the brethren to teach the one, and miniſter 
to the wants of the other, I beſeech you all to con- 
ſider, that the ſmalleſt mite is accepted in miniſtring, 
and it- would be a crime even to with-hold a mite, 

when-it is in our power to give it. Apply this to the 
other duty of ſpeaking or exhorting. If nothing has 
been conferred upon you, nothing will be required; 


but it the Lord hath given: you ability thus to contri- 


66 
bute, though in a ſmall degree, to the edification and 
comfort of the church, and you neglect to do ſo, re- 
member you will be called to an account for hiding 
your talent. Y V | 

The great end here propoſed by-ſpeaking as the 
oracles of God, as well as by miniſtring to the ſaints, 
is, that God in all things may be glorified through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Is it poſſible to urge upon your minds 
a more powerful motive to enforce this duty? If you 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious, you muſt ſurely 
be deſirous that his name may be glorified, yet none 
are truly deſirous of this, who do not bear their part 
in the duties enjoined upon Chriſtians, and are remiſs 
in occupying thoſe talents which the Lord hath con- 
ferred upon them. OY „ 
Another motive which will readily occur to you, 
is the edification of the brethren. How much ought 
this to be at heart with us? and ſhould we not be 
fully perſuaded that this, and every other appoint- 
ment in the kingdom of Chriſt, will anſwer the gra- 
cious purpoſes for which they were intended, when 
we act agreeable to his will, and have all our depen- 
dence on him? But if ſuch great ends are to be ac- 
compliſhed by the brethren ſpeaking as the oracles 
of God, it may well be expected that they will be 
anxious to know the meaning of this exhortation, 
and how they ought to ſpeak, ſo as Godin all things 
may be glorified, and the church comforted, and 
built up on their moſt holy faith. Allow me there- 
for to ſay a few things on this ſubject. By the ora- 
cles of God is meant his word, by which he ſpeaks 
and reveals his will to men (a). When you are com- 
manded to ſpeak as the oracles of God, the meaning 
is, that the matter of what you ſay ſhould be exactly 
conformable to his word, and the manner of it agree- 
able to what 1s enjoined, and exemplified in the ſirip- 
ture, as well as ſuitable to the nature of the truth 


(2) Acts vii. 38. Rom. iii. 2. Heb, v. 12. 


| C7 | 
which you declare. Let us make a few remarks on 
each of theſe. 8 | | 
I. As to the matter of exhortation. Notice in the 
firſt place, that the grand leading ſubje& muſt be the 
truth concerning Chriſt. Speak of the dignity of his 
perſon as the great God and our Saviour, the per- 
fection of his atonement, the aſſurance given of ſal- 
vation to thoſe that believe on his name, the ſuitable- 
neſs of that ſalvation to our circumſtances, who are 
poor, wretched, miſerable ſinners. It is thus we are 
exhorted to ſpeak the truth in love, that we may 
grow up into him in all things who is the head even 
Chriſt (a). And exhorting one another daily, is re- 
Preſented as a mean of faving us from an evil heart 
of unbelief, in departing from the living God; as 
well as preventing us from being hardened through 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin (). Preſent to our view the 
glorious object of hope which is held forth in the 
golpel, that we may be encouraged to keep the 
ith (c)—preſs it upon our minds; from the conſider- 
ation of the faithfulneſs, power, and mercy of God, 
who hath called us to his eternal glory by Jeſus 
Chriſt (d)—ſhow us how this hope is warranted by 
the death and reſurrection of Jeſus, who roſe as the 
firſt fruits of them that ſleep (e), and now ſays, ſurely 
I come quickly, Amen (7). This truth, or ſalvation 
through Chriſt, is that which we ſee is chiefly dwelt 
on in the word of God. It may be termed the ſum 
and ſubſtance of Divine-revelation. Moſes and all 
the prophets wrote of Chriſt (g). They teſtified be- 
fore hand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that 
ſhould follow (5). Chriſt crucified was the whole 
amount of the Apoſtles preaching (i). In this they 
gloried as a foundation of hope to themſelves; and 


(a) Eph. iv. 15. (5) Heb. iii. 12, 13. (c) 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. 
Chap. v. 11. (4) 1 Theſſ. v. 23, 24. 2 Thefl. iii. 3. Heb. x. 23. 
Jude verſe 24. Rom. viii. 31, 32. (e) 1 Cor. xv. 12.—29. 
(J) Rev. xxii. 20. (2) Luke xxiv. 26, 27, 46. Acts x. 43. 
(4) 1 Pet. i. 11. (5 I _ i. 23. 2 Cor. iv. 2, 5, Gy 7. 
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all their labours were directed to ſhow to the world 
the evidence of this truth, and to eſtabliſh the churches 
in the faith of it. Every thing elſe in Chriſtianity is 
connected with this, and is important and valuable 
juſt in proportion as it ſtands neatly related to the 


truth. Therefor, if you would ſpeak as the oracles 


of God, let the croſs of Chriſt be the main ſubje& of 
your exhortations, and let every thing you ſay be 


accompanied with the ſavour of his bleſſed name. 


| 2d, The commandments of our Lord and Saviour 
likewiſe furniſh ample matter for exhortation. Put 
the brethren in remembrance of theſe. Count none 
of his commandments trifling or unimportant, while 
you remember that they are all enforced by the au- 


thority of him, who died, and roſe, and revived, 


that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. 
Keep always in your view the inſeparable connection 
between the faith and hope of the goſpel, and ſub- 


jection to the laws of Chriſt. Warn us of the dan- 


ger of making an empty profeſſion of the name of 
Chriſt, or ſaying unto him Lord, Lord, while we do 
not the will of his Father who is in heaven (a). En- 
force upon our conſciences every commandment of 
the Lord by the motives of the goſpel, the love of 
God (b), the hope of eternal life (c), the fear of be- 
ing diſapproven at that day, when Chriſt ſhall reward 
his faithful followers (4). Inſiſt chiefly on thoſe com- 
mandments which are moſt contrary to our natural 


inclinations, which we have the ſtrongeſt temptations 


to oppoſe, or to which, from whatever cauſe, you may 
ſee us leaſt attentive. | | 


3d, Urge upon us moft frequently the things of 


greateſt importance. Chriſt ſpeaks of the great and 


weightier matters: of the law, judgment, mercy and 
faith (e). There are a great variety of ſubjects in the 


(a) Mat. vii. 21, 22, 23. (3) Rom. xii. 1. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
1 John iii. 16. Chap. iv. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, (c) Tit. ii. 11. to 15. 
1 John iii. 2, 3. (4) 1 Cor. ix. 27. Chap. vi. 9, 10. Gal. vi. 
3» 4» 5, 7, 8. Mat. xxv. 26. to the end. (e) Mat. xxin. 23. 
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word of God, and they are not all of equal impor- 
tance in themſelves, though it is of the —— con- 
ſequence to us, to regard every thing in its 
place. Notice what is moſt inſiſted on in the word 
of God, and let your exhortations bear ſome propor- 

tion to this. We do not ſpeak as the oracles of God, 
if we often dwell on thoſe things which are but ſel- 
dom mentioned in the ſcriptures, and ſparingly toueh 
at other things, which are to be met with almoſt in 
every page. Beware alſo of too great a fondneſs for 
any particular point, as this might endanger your 


neglect of ſomething elſe, equally important, or per- 


haps more ſo. Obſerve the connection and harmony 
of the truths of God, and ſee that you make every 
thing to correſpond : according to that beautiful mo 
which 1 is eſtabliſhed in his word, 
4th, Exhort chiefly on practical ſubjects: : the ex- 
perience of a Chriſtian, the comfort and joy of the 
truth, a converſation becoming the goſpel, with the 
motives which powerfully conſtrain the followers of 
_ Chriſt to be ſubject to his laws. Let it be ſomething 
that has a tendency / to warm the heart, to raiſe our 
affections above this preſent world, to comfort us un- 
der affliction, to enliven our ſouls, and make us more 
zealous and active in the ſervice of God. To do this, 
is to ſpeak as the oracles of God, for every doctrine 
revealed in the ſcripture is meant to affect the heart, 
and regulate the practice. Much is there ſaid about 
the unprofitableneſs of mere knowledge, or vain ſpe- 
culation (a). I do not pretend to ſay that the bre- 
thren are abſolutely prohibited from inſtructing one 
another, or opening up the meaning of a ſeripture- 
texprt, if they do it properly, and make a ſuitable im- 
provement. The brethren in general are exhorted 
to teach and admoniſh one another, but in order to 
this it is neceſſary that they ſhould be full of good- 


O vi 27. to the end. 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2. e 
James. ii. 14. to the end. 1 John ii. 4. Chap. il. Ts 
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neſs, filled with all knowledge, and that the word of 


Chriſt ſhould dwell in them richly in all wiſdom (a). 
When this-is the caſe, they will not be much taken 
up with mere ſpeculation, Let what you ſay in- 
general therefor, be exhortation properly ſo called. 
This will do us more good than teaching, for moſt 
of us are not ſo deficient in point of knowledge, as 
we are in the experience and practice of Chriſtians. 

Jo enforce this ſtill further, let it be obſerved, that 


many of the brethren who are incapable to teach, may 


be very uſeful in the way of exhorting the church, 
and if they ſtep out of their proper place they cannot 
expect to edify their brethren. A caution is given 
againſt this, Rom. xii. 3. For I ſay, through the 
„grace given unto me, to every man that is amon 
« you, not to think of himſelf more highly than he 
„ ought to think, but to think ſoberly, according as 
«© God hath dealt to every man the meaſure of faith.“ 
A beautiful deſcription is likewiſe given of the body 
of Chriſt, 1 Cor. chap. xii. from which we ſee it con- 
fiſts of a variety of members, occupying different ſta- 
tions for the good of the whole. It is therefor ne- 
ceſſary that every one ſhould know the place aſſigned 
him in the body, that he may miniſter therein with 
profit to his brethren *. 


(a) Rom. xv. 14. Col. iii. 16. 


It is manifeſt from the deſcription here referred to, that ſome are 
teachers in diſtinction from the brethren in general, who are to be 
taught and inſtructed by them. There muſt therefor be an eſſential 
— between that teaching which is allowed to the brethren, 
and that which is the peculiar province of thoſe who are teachers by 


office; which in my apprehenſion conſiſts in the following particulars. 


1. It would appear, that expounding the ſcriptures, and illuſtrating 
ſubjects in a doctrinal way, belongs to the paſtors of a church in 
diſtinction from the brethren. It does not ſeem to be the province 
of the latter, to ſpeak on any occaſion, ſolely with a view to eſtabliſn 
doctrinal points, or to open up the meaning of the word of God. 
The teaching that is enjoined on the brethren in general, ſeems only 
to be what is neceſſary to lay a foundation for practical exhortations, 
in which they ſhould chiefly be employed. This I gather from their 
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II. Let us now proceed to give a few hints as to 

the manner of exhortation. _ „ nog 
| Iſt, Let all that you ſay be directed to ſome end. 

Never ſpeak in a vague, looſe, and unmeaning way: 

the intention of your doing ſo, is not merely to fill up 

the time, you ought always to have the church's edi- 


being frequently called to exhort, admoniſh, comfort, edify, &c. and 
only once in the New Teſtament commanded to teach, where alſo 
it is connected with admoniſhing one another (a), and cannot be 
ſuppoſed to confer upon them the office of teaching. 2. To exhort 
and convince gainſayers is alſo the peculiar province of teachers. 
This is expreſly mentioned as a part of the elder's character and 
office, that he ſhould . hold faſt the faithful word, as he hath been 
ie taught, that he may be able by ſound doctrine, both to exhort and 
& to convince the gainſayers (5). And this is no where ſaid to be 
the duty of the brethren in a public way, though ſome may be able 
to-do it in private, and all are ſappoſed capable to give an anſwer to 
every man that aſketh them a reaſon of the hope that is in them (c). 
3. The authority and preſidency that is connected with teaching, 
belongs only to thoſe who have the overſight of the flock of God (4). 
See the Dedication, p. 5, & 6. And the diſtinction of which we 
now treat, is viſible, and ought to be ſo, in every well regulated 
aſſembly of Chriſtians; a pulpit, or ſome convenient elevated ſeat 
being reſerved for the teachers only, who thus appear as the leaders 
and preſidents of the church. Though this is not taken notice of in 
the New Teſtament, yet, when we conſider that the churches were 
commanded to do all things decently and in order (e), and that their 
order was ſuch as could be beheld (/), we have no reaſon to doubt 
that this was part of their practice. | | 
Two caſes only occur to me wherein it may be neceſſary for 
brethren to go beyond the bounds that are here preſcribed. In places 
where there are no elders, the nature of the thing requires that one 
of the brethren ſhould preſide, but this may be done without ſetting 
himſelf up as a teacher. And when a church have an eye to a par- 
ticular perſon, as being fit for the elder's office, or for preaching the 
goſpel to the world, it is very proper that they ſhould make trial of 
his gifts in the moſt public way: but in this caſe he proceeds with 
the ſuffrage of his brethren, who have certainly as good a right to try 
the gifts of thoſe who are to bear office among them, as they have to 
— any office, when fully ſatisfied with the perſon's qualifica- 
tions (g). | | | | 


(a) Col. iii. 16. (6) Tit. i. 9. ſee alſo, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 
(e) 1 Pet. ili. 15. (d) 1 Pet.v.2,5. (e) 1 Cor. xiv. 40. (F) Col. ii. 5. 
(g) I Tim. v. 23. Chap, iii. 114. particularly ver. 6, 10. Tit. i. 5. — If. 


; 1 4 88 7 
i b 


(16 ) 


fication in view; and in order to this, it is neceſſary 


that you be pointed and expreſs as to ſome particular 


„in which you would have us corrected, or eſta- 
bliſned. It is not enough that good things are ſaid: 
we will not be much edified, unleſs we difcern the 
purpoſe you have in view, and have our minds dran 
to the conſideration of ſome particular ſubject, —men- 
tion what it is, and keep to the point, for thus only 
we can give that degree of attention which is neceſ- 
ay in order to our profiting by what you fay. _ 

* This is included in'ſpeaking as the oracles of God; 
for though the ſcripture is not wrote in the form of 


a ſyſtem, yet we meet with no confuſion there: — 


ſubjeC is often dwelt upon and purſued in the cloſeſt 
manner. In reading the word of God, our minds 


are not diſtracted with a variety of things confuſedly 


blended together. How cloſely do the Apoſtles keep 
to the point in preaching the goſpel, declaring uni- 
formly the death and reſurrection of Chriſt as the 


foundation of hope to guilty men, and affuring all _ 
that believe, of ſalvation through his name? Is there 
not alſo a beautiful order to be obſerved in the epiſtle 
to the Romans, where the Apoſtle firſt treats of the 
corruption of human nature, then of juſtification thro? 
_ Chriſt, and next of the bleſſed effects produced by 


that juſtification, keeping always to the ſubje& in 


hand? See too how cloſely he keeps to his text, 


when he illuſtrates and improves the Old Teftament 
ſcriptures, particularly in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 


chapters 3, 4, 8, 9, and 10, The ſame order is not 


indeed to be ſeen in every other part of the ſcripture; 
but the language is always expreflive, and ſuited to 
call our attention to the great things therein revealed. 

Perhaps, if what has juſt been ſaid were duly at- 
tended to, it might greatly ſhorten ſome of our ex- 
hortations, but this in my opinion would be no diſ- 
advantage. A few words fitly ſpoken, may be of 
more uſe than many long diſcourſes ;—beſides, long 
exhortations both tend to diſcourage young begin- 


(#) 
ets, and prevent thoſe who might Mckne it, from 
having an opportunity for want of time. 


2d, Speak the word of God with folenitity at 


| feverence. It is the character of the Lord's people 
that they tremble at his word (a). This ought NY 
only to be the diſpoſition: 'of your minds; but Thould 
alſo be viſible in your appearance, and manner of 
ſpeaking. A haſty and irreverend method of ſpeech, 
hke a ſchool- boy repeating his leflon; or even a-care- 
tefs poſture of the body, is very unbecoming, when 
you are em _ in calling our attention to the 
word of God. 
The þ ry ives us this neceſſary caution· 
Keep thy 12 thou goeſt to the houſe of 
« God, and wo te ready to hear, than to give the 
ce ſacrifice of fools; for they confider not that they 
do evil. Be not raſh with thy mouth, and let not 
& thine heart be haſty to utter any thing before 
God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: 
& therefor let thy words be few (). Lon wilk 
eaſily perceive, that ſuch a deep impreſſton of the 
majeſty and holineſs of God, and fuch earneſt care 
about the propriety of what we ſay before him, 
as is here enjoined, will be accompanied with a ſeri- 
ous and deliberate manner of addreſs, ſuited to the 
importance of what we are engaged in, and expreſ- 
five of our higheſt veneration for the nanie of God. 
The directions here given are commonly underſtood 
d apply only to our approaches unto God in prayer. 
But Solomon had more in view than this. The 
prohibition of raſh vows, under that diſpenſation, was 
one thing principally intended, as appears from verſe 
4- and what he fays was ſuited to regulate the whole 
of their deportment in the houſe of God. Doubtleſs 
we ought in a particular manner to attend to his 
inſtruckions, when employed in the duty of prayer, 
which, as it is an immediate 3 unto God, 


(s) Ezra ix. 4. If xlvi. 2. PL. _—_ 120. (3) Eccdeſ. v. 1, 2. 
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muſt be owned to be a more ſolemn and important 
duty than ſpeaking to one another. But he alſo 
directs us in general how to behave in the houſe of 
God, and in all that we utter before him: and you 
will be the more enabled to comply with what he 
requires, if both in public prayers (a), and in ſpeak- 
ing as the oracles of God, you attend to that part of 
the exhortation, ** therefor let thy words be few.“ 
a, _ the word of God with humility. The 
goſpel, if it has any proper influence upon our minds, 
muſt humble us, not only in the ſight of God, but 


alſo in regard to one another., Thus all of us are 


exhorted to be ſubject one to another, and to be 
cloathed with humility, from this conſideration, God 
reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the hum- 
ble (5). If then we are cloathed with humility, it 
mult ſurely appear in our way of exhorting the bre- 
thren, as well as in every thing elſe. Do not ſpeak 
in that over-bearing and diQatorial ſtile, which al- 
ways diſguſts, and therefor cannot be ſuppoſed to 
edify. Avoid unbecoming forwardneſs, and aſſume 
ſuch an air and manner as beſpeaks your ſubmiſſion 
to the brethren. The language of intreaty is moſt 
effectual, as well as moſt becoming among Chriſtians, 
and to this we are exhorted, 1 Tim. v. 1, 2. Re- 
© buke not an elder, but intreat him as a father, and 
e the younger men as brethren; the elder women as 
© mothers, the younger as ſiſters, with all purity.” 
Our pride may alſo appear in cavilling about 

words, making a great noiſe about things which have 
no relation either to the faith or practice of Chriſti- 
ans, and being too fond of our own opinions. Of 
ſuch perſons the Apoſtle ſays, that they are proud, 
knowing nothing, but doting about queſtions and 
<« ſtrifes of words, whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, rail-. 
e ings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe diſputings of men of 


(a) Mat. vi. 7, 8. (6) 1 Pet. v. 7. See alſo Rom. xi. 10. 
Philip. ii. 3. 5 oo . | | | 
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« corrupt minds, a of the truth, &c. (a). And 
be gives frequent cautions againſt every thing of this 
fort in his epiſtles to Timothy and Titusch (2). do not 
blame any of the brethren 2 preſent for a ſpirit of 
this kind; but let us juſt think how unbecoming it 
would be in a man to ſtand up and. ſpeak to his 
brethren that truth by which the pride of man is 
abaſed, with an air of ſelf-ſufficiency, conceited of his 
own opinion, and more careful to recommend him- 
ſelf than the truth. We all know how we would feel 
upon ſuch an occaſion: Indignation againſt the many 
would be more prevalent in our minds, than joy in 
the truth which he might declare. But, brethren, we 
are all too much diſpoſed naturally to be proud of 
our own wiſdom and knowledge, and we are more 
apt to diſcern appearances of this kind in others than 
in ourſelves. Let us therefor have a guard upon our 
ſpirits. When you exhort us, ſpeak not as if you 
thought that you know any thing, for ſuch know 
nothing as they ought to know (c). Think much of 
the truth, but little of yourſelves, or your manner of 
declaring it. 

4th, Exhort with ſincerity and ſimplicity. Much 
is ſaid about this in the word of God: it is a very 
efſential part of the character of a Chriſtian, and 
without it no man deſerves the name. In nothing 
are Chriſtians more diſtinguiſhed from the world, 
than in that ſimplicity and fincerity of ſpeech and 
conduct, which the ſcriptures recommend. How 
many profeſſions of friendſhip are made in the world, 
which have nothing in them? they are mere words 
of courſe, or perhaps meant to enſnare and betray. 
But let it not be ſo among you: in all your conduct 
follow his example in whoſe lips no guile was found, 
Attention to this 1s particularly neceſlary in ſpeaking 
the truth. It was the rejoicing of the Apoſtles, that, 


(a) 1 Tim. vi. 4, f. () 1 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 2 Tim. ii. 16, 
17, 23. Tit. i. 10.— 15. Chap. iii. 9. (e) 1 Cor. viii. 2. 
C 2 
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F< in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly 
* wiſdom, but by the grace of God, they had their 
<* converſation in the world, and more abundantly 
** towards the brethren(a),” And Titus is exhorted 
in doctrine to ſhow uncorruptneſs, gravity, fince- 
Tity (O). When you exhort us, ſpeak the real ſenti- 
ments of your hearts, and in a way that is * ach 
unaffected and ſincere. Make no profeſſions of love, 
but what are genuine, for we are commanded to love 
without diſſimulation (c), to love one another avith 
pure hearts teryently (4): expreſs no concern for us 
but what is real, no deſire to edify and comfort us 


- 
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occaſions, even when it ſeems to contradi& your 
preconceiyed opinions, and thus ſhow an example of 
the power-of that word on your own minds, which 
you wiſh to enforce upon us. In ſpeaking of the 
great things of God, uſe not the words which man's 
wiſdom teacheth, for though by this you may intend | 
to adorn 'the truth, you will really ſpoil it. The 
goſpel is a plain and 5 declaration of the merey 
of God to ſinners: it is expreſſed in ſuch language 
as is familiar to the moſt unlearned: it ſcorns the aid 
of man's wiſdom, and can only be profitably ſpoken 
in language ſimilar to it's own (e). Ei 
Further, in regard to infincerity, beware that it 
does not take place as to the motives by which you are 
actuated in ſpeaking. We all profeſs to do ſo with a 
view to glorify God, and to edify one another; but 
our hearts are deceitful, and our motives are often 
baſe, while our words, and even our actions may be 
good. See that your aim be not that of pleaſing men, 
(.) 2 Cor. i. 12. (5) Tit. ii. 7. See too the example of 
Ful, 2 Cor. iv. 2. 1 Theſſ. ji. 3. (c) Rom. Xii. 9. 
(9) 1 Pet. i. 22. (e) 1 Cor. i. 17. Chap. ii. 1, 4, 13. 
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ſer this would be ſecking your own glory, and not the 
glory of God. The Apoſtle ſays, © we ſpeak, not as 
* pleaſing men, but God who trieth our hearts (a).“ 
This was à noble ſaying, and it would be well for us 
if we could always adopt it with ſineerity. In con- 
nection with this, attend to what immediately follows, 
* For neither at any time uſed we flattering words, 
i gs ye know, nor a cloak of covetouſneſs, God is 
te witneſs.” As to the laſt thing you will not be 
much in danger, but beware of flattering us, for this 
wy tend to feed our pride, and to ſhow your 
II, gecording to the example juſt referred to, you 
ſincerely wiſhed to ſpeak, not as pleafing men, but 
| God who trieth our hearts, this would in a great 
meaſure baniſh that ſlaviſh fear, which now prevents 
ſome of you from attempting to pleaſe God in this 
way. I do not ſay that it is wrong to endeavour. to 
pleaſe your brethren, if you do it for their good to 
edificatian, but why ſhould a fear of diſpleaſing them 
prevent you from doing your duty beth to God and 
them? Examine into the bottom of this motive. 
Whatever excuſes may be mage on account of peo. 
ple's natural timidity, you will find ſomething wrong 
in it, If your minds were properly exerciſed, you 
would ſurely be more afraid of diſpleaſing God than 
your fellow-men. Does this appear to be the caſe, 
when you can live in the negle& of a duty which he 
| hath commanded, becauſe you are afraid that the 
brethren will not approve of your. attempts to per- 
form it? If you ſay that you are not qualified for 
performing this duty, then the fear of offending God 
. fhould prevent you, and not the fear of men. Now 
which of theſe preponderates? Is it a fear of ſinning 
againſt God that prevents you from exhorting, or a 
fear of not acquitting yourſelves before men? The 
firſt of theſe is an excellent motive, but I am afraid 


(a) 1 Thef, ii. 4. 


\ that in the caſe now before us it has little influence 


Q a2 ) 


with ſome: indeed, it would be wrong to ſuppoſe, 
that the true fear of God could operate in the way 


of preventing his people from doing his will. 
- Laſtly, n affection, ee and zeal. 
In order to this it is neceſſary that your own minds 
ſhould be deeply affected with the important things 
revealed in the word of God, and that you ſhould 


ſpeak what you feel and experience. Do not ſatisfy 


yourſelves merely with a perſuaſion that you know 
and believe the truth: thoſe who do ſo, muſt not 
only feel it's power to enlighten their minds, but to 
fill them with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, with 
love and gratitude to God, with zeal and activity in 
his ſervice: in ſhort, their whole heart and ſoul muſt 
be engaged in the religion of Chriſt, and ſuitably 
moved by whatever he hath ſaid to his diſciples. Let 
this appear by your lively, affectionate, and zealous 
manner of exhorting us. Are we not all, brethren, 
deeply intereſted in the things you ſay? The life of 
our ſouls is in them: but however important theſe 
things are in themſelves, you may make them little 
felt by your manner of ſpeaking them. If you 
ſcarcely ſpeak ſo as to be heard, or ſet forth the 
doctrines and commandments of Jeſus in a drawling 
and inſipid manner, how are you to expect that we 


can be much affected by your exhortations? The 


deepeſt tragedy may appear, juſt by the manner of 
telling it, an unintereſting trifle, and we can ſcarcely 


| liſten to the cool relator. The beſt news, or the mo 


entertaining and eventful ſtory, in the mouth of him 
who ſpeaks with indifference, will only tend to ſet his 
hearers a yawning. Such things happen in common 
life, but what a pity is it that they ſhould take place 


among Chriſtians, who have things to ſpeak of, in- 
_ finitely more important than all that can otherwiſe 


affect the hearts and paſſions of men! Be aſſured, 
however, that the caſes are parallel. The truth of 
God indeed is always the ſame, however it may be 


| „„ 
ſpoken; and it will edify and comfort the ſouls of 
the diſciples; but dry, formal, and careleſs ſpeeches 
about it, will not do ſo. ORE RS . 
Io hear one ſpeak with cool indifference about 


the dangers we are expoſed to, or the enjoyments we 


have in Chriſt, has ſurely no tendency to alarm us, 
or fill us with joy. Suppoſe you tell a man that the 
next houſe is on fire, and that he muſt inſtantly 
remove or be burnt to death; if you ſhould ſay this 
juſt in the ſame way as you would ſpeak of any.com- 
mon occurrence, without the leaſt appearance of con- 
cern, would he believe you? Would he not wait for 
another meſſenger, or go himſelf, with no great agi- 
tation, to ſee if what you ſaid was true? Again, were 
you to be a meſſenger of the moſt joyful news to a 
friend, and tell him in the ſame careleſs manner, of 
ſomething greatly to the advantage of him and his. 
family, would he not either think that you were not, 
intereſted in his welfare, or that you did not your- 
ſelf believe what you told him? 5 
Theſe things may well be applied to the ſubject in 
hand, eſpecially in regard to unbelievers hearing 
what we ſay about the goſpel: they will no doubt 
think that we do not believe thoſe things ourſelves, 
which, though we ſpeak about them, do not ſeem to 
affect us“: and who can blame them for thinking ſo? 


* Let it be carefully obſerved, that we do not mean to affirm, | 


| - - a ſpeaking about the goſpel, in the moſt lively and affecting manner, 


is of itſelf a ſufficient evidence that we are the true diſciples of Chriſt; 
nor do we ſay that other things are not (till more eſſential and im- 
portant. The higheſt attainments of this kind may be poſſeſſed by - 
thoſe who are deſtitute of love: for, ſays the Apoſtle, * Though 
« I ſpeak with the tongues of men, and of angels, and have not 
. « charity, I am become as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal(a).”* 
That is, I may pleaſe and edify others, but cannot profit myſelf; like 
2 muſical inſtrument, which gratifies thoſe who liſten to it, without 
being conſcious of it's own charms. We are not however to ima- 
gine, that the Apoſtle throws any ſtigma upon this, or the other 
attainments, and outward expreſſions of love, which he mentions in 


() x Cor. xiii. f. 
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Our own minds would be uneaſy on the very ſame 
gronnd, were it not that we have learned to judge 


oppoſite to this ſort of evidence; making large al- 


— for bad erw and the inffuence of a — 
ple, which has ſome crept in to all forts of 
——— churches in this country. They were 
right in condemning the empty ſhow, and falfe ap- 
pearances of zeal and fervour, which have been dif- 
played by many of the national clergymen, but as it 
has happened with many other things, they have car- 
ried this alfo to an extreme, and very improperly 
reckon it a crime to ſpeak the truth in hve, or to 
ſhow, in the performance of this duty, any ſtriking 
outward marks of that fervent love to Chriſt and his 


people, which muſt fill the heart of every believer. 


As to the particular things whereby our earneſt- 


neſs and affetion ſhould be made viſible, let it be 


obſerved, that every thing about a man tends to'ſhow 
us what is in his mind, if he is upright and ſincere. 
The manner of ſpeech is the principal thing; but 
the appearance of the ſpeaker ought alſo to coincide 
with this, for a man addrefſes us not only by his 
words, but by his eyes, attitude, air, and motion. 
Speak therefor to your audience, look them in the' 


face, and do not fix your eyes on the walls of the 
meeting-houſe, or the book in your hand: let your 


appearance indicate the concern or joy you feel: 
ſpeak to us in a frank, open, and unreſerved way, 
like a man addreſſing his friends on any thing ma- 
terially connected with their welfare: let your ad- 
dreſs be often! perſonal, though modeſt, humble and 
unaffected. I have ſometimes thought, when a bro- 
ther was exhorting, that the church were preciſely in 


the ſame ſituation as if they were in another room, 


the context; ſuch as, having all knowledge and faith, and giving all 
one's goods to feed the poor; for it is evident, that the want of love 
irſelf is that alone which he condemns. There may be ſtriking” 
appearances of love without the reality, but there can be no reality 

without the appearance. | 


+. 

over-hearing ſomething ſaid, but not to them. It is 
not enough that you ſhould now and then ſay, bre- 
thren, if the general ſtrain of what you ſay does not 
correſpond with ſuch an addreſs. = | 
Some of you will perhaps think that theſe things 
are of little importance, and that the ſcripture ſays 
nothing about them. It appears however to me that 
the very nature of the truth. itſelf directs to all that 
hath been faid: and did not our Lord tell his diſci- 
ples, that out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh (a)? this ſurely applies to our man- 
ner of ſpeech, as well as to the things we ſay: that 
which mainly occupies a man's heart and affec- 

tions, will not only be often ſpoken of, but ſpoken 

in ſuch a manner as to ſhow that his heart and ſoul 
is in it. | | 
I ſhall now mention a few ſcripture examples 
which appear to me exactly in point. The firſt is 
the moſt illuſtrious; it is the example of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to which I doubt not you 
will pay the utmoſt deference. Of him it is fre- 
quently noticed that he /ooked round about on thoſe 
to whom he ſpoke, ſometimes with love and pity, 
ſometimes with anger and indignation, according as 
the nature of the ſubject, or the behaviour of men 
was ſuited to move his holy ſoul (5). It is likewiſe 
more than once ſaid of him that he cried, when he 
preached the goſpel to men: (c) Jeſus ſtood and 
* cried, ſaying, it any man thirſt, let him come unto 
„me and drink.” Was not this a ſtriking outward 
expreſſion of the fervency of his ſpirit in preaching 
the goſpel, and his earneſt defire for the ſalvation of 
. ſinners? When he was in the ſynagogue at Naza- 
reth, he read a prophecy concerning himſelf (d), 
and it is noticed, (e) that the eyes of all them that 
were in the ſynagogue were faſtened on him, when 

a) Mat. xii. 34, 35. 5) Mark iii. 5. Chap. x. 23, 27. 

Le 10. 57) John 3 and xii. = — 5 1 1. 
16, &c. (e) ver. 20. | 
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he had only read the ſcripture, and ſat down. Now, 


what could this be owing to? ſurely they muſt have 


been taken with his inviting aſpect, and the ſolemnity 
and affection with which he read the word of God; 
for they did not underſtand the ſcripture which he 


had read. The fame thing probably contributed in 


part afterwards, to make them wonder at'the gracious 
words that proceeded out of his mouth: he no doubt 
ſpoke them in a gracious manner. I ſhould likewiſe 
imagine, that the officers ſent by the Phariſees and 
chief prieſts to take him, muſt have been ſtuck with 
his appearance and manner of ſpeech, when they 
gave this as the reaſon of their not apprehending 
him, Never man ſpake like this man (a). 

Do you think there would be no marks of indig- 
nation in his countenance and manner of addreſs, 
when he ſaid to his diſciples, * O faithleſs and per- 


28 verſe generation, how long ſhall I be with you? 


how long ſhall J ſuffer you (5)? or when he ſaid 
to Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan, thou art an 
* offence unto me: for thou ſavoureſt not the things 
that be of God, but thoſe that be of men (c).“ 
Was there no expreſſion in his eye, when a look of 
him made Peter go out and weep bitterly (d)? Did 
not grief appear in his countenance when he wept 
over the city of Jeruſalem, and expreſſed theſe mourn- 
ful words recorded in Luke xix. 42, 43, 44. (e) If 
* thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy 
&« day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but 

* now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days 


* ſhall come upon thee, that thine enemies ſhall caſt | 
na trench about thee, and compaſs thee round, and 
© keep thee in on every ſide, and ſhall lay thee even 

<« with the ground, and thy children within thee; 


and they ſhall not leave in thee one ftone upon 
* another: becauſe thou kneweſt not the time of 


() John vii. 46. (5) Mat. 28. 29, (c) Mat. Avi. 23. . 
(4) Luke xxii. 61, 62. (e) See alfo, Luke xiti. 33, 34, 35. 
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to be: ſeen. about him, when he rejoiced in ſpirit, 
and faid, I thank thee O Father, Lord of heaven 
e and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things from 
* the wiſe and prudent, and haft revealed them unto 
<:habes:- even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in 


_ © thy fight (a)? ? 


FOIEF 7 7 SAKE SEHLIHSSS : JEWS 

One might multiply inſtances. of this kind both 
from the hiſtory. of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but 1 
ſhall only further take notice of a few things recor- 
ded of Paul. When he preached the goſpel in the 
fynagogue at Antioch, it is ſaid of him, Then 
Paul ſtood up, and beckoning with the hand, ſaid, 
“ Men of Iſrael, and ye that fear God, give audi- 
© ence (6). This was ſurely an open, pointed and 
inviting manner of addreſs: throughout the whole 
of the difcourſe, his language is perſonal, ſtriking, 
and affectionate in the higheſt degree. Men and 
e brethren, children of the ſtock of Abraham, and 


- £-whoſoever among you feareth God, to you is the 


“ word of this ſalvation ſent.——We declare unto 
you glad tidings, how that the promiſe that was 
©, made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the ſame 
“ unto us their children.———Be it known unto you 
<* therefor, men and brethren, that through this man 
is preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins.” 
And the ſame perſonal addreſs is made uſe of in the 


awful warning given them at the end, © Beware 


< therefor, leſt that come upon you which is ſpoken 


Dof in the prophets, Behold, ye deſpiſers, and won- 


der, and periſh: for I work a work in your days, 


5 a work which you ſhall in no wiſe believe, though 


A man declare it unto you.” If you look through 


the ſermons preached by the Apoſtles in general, 
you will find them much alike in this reſpect, and 


allo the epiſtles wrote to the churches. Nay I could 


venture to affirm, that in all the word of God, there 


(a) Luke x. 1, (05) Ads xiii. 16. 
© 2 2 e 


[4 28 ) 


eannot be found ſo much as one inſtance, of a perſon 


addreſſing men about the things of God, in a way 
that does not reſemble this, in the particulars we. 
have mentioned. 

The fame method of addreſe was practiſed by Paul 
in the defences he made before his enemies. One 


of them begins thus, Men, brethren, and fathers, 


hear ye my defence (a). At another time he is 
repreſented in this way, Paul earne/tly eee | 
Ws the council, ſaid, Men and brethren, 1 have li 

« in all good conſcience before God until this 
* day (b).” His ſpeech to king Agrippa is till 
more remarkable in this view (c). On that occaſion 
it is ſaid of him, Then Paul ſtretched forth the 
<« hand, and anfwered for himſelf: I think myſelf 
9 happy, king Agrippa, becauſe I ſhall anſwer for 
** myſelf this day before thee, &c.” When he 
begins to relate what befel him in his way to Da- 
maſcus, he again addreſſes himſelf to Agrippa, At 
e mid-day, O king, I ſaw a light from heaven, above 
ce the brightneſs of the ſun.” Further, when be- 
ginning his deſcription of the effects produced upon 


him by ſeeing the Juſt One, and hearing the voice of 


his mouth, he ſays, Whereupon, O king Agrippa, 
« I was not diſobedient to the heavenly viſion.“ 

After Feſtus had interrupted and reviled him, and 
he had replied to him in a reſpectful; yet bold and 
determined manner, I am not mad, moſt noble 
« Feſtus, but ſpeak forth the words af truth and 
é ſobernels;”” appealing alſo to the king for the 
truth of the facts which he had teſtified, and declar- 
ing that he ſpoke freely before him, he again turns 


to Agrippa, and ſays, © King Agrippa, believeſt 


thou the prophets? I know that thou believeſt.” 
Whither the partial convidtion expreſſed by Agrippa 
in theſe words, Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be 
5 a Chriſtian,” was the effect of the truth declared 


(a) Ads i i. (5) Ads i. . (e) Ads xvi. chap 


| CMP 

by Paul, or of the energy with which he' ſpoke, or 
both, it is not material to determine; but nothing 
could be more emphatical, or more expreſſive of 
diſintereſted benevolence, than the anſwer made by 

Paul, I would to God, that not only thou, but 
„ alſo all that hear me tliis day, were both almoſt, 
te and altogether ſuch as I am, — except theſe bonds.” 
I cannot attempt to enumerate the various expreſ- 
ſions of this Apoſtle's love to his brethren in Chriſt; 
to ſome of whom he ſays, God is my record how 
greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jeſus 
<« Chriſt (a).“ To others, Now we live if ye 
<« ſtand faſt in the Lord. For what thanks can we 
* render; to God again for you, for all the joy 
„ wherewith we joy for your ſakes before our God; 
* night and day praying exceedingly that we might 
&* ſee your face, and might perfect that which is 
* lacking in your faith(b).” And even to' thoſe 
who were ungrateful among them, he ſays, © I will 
very gladly ſpend and be ſpent for you, though 
„ the more abundantly I love you, the leſs I be 
loved (c).“ It would be unneceſſary to give you 
many inſtances of his manner of addreſſing himſelf 
to the churches, With theſe you muſt be well 
acquainted; and you cannot look into any of his 
epiſtles, without ſeeing abundant evidence in every 
page, that he dealt much in that familiar, intimate, 
and perſonal ſtile, which is the natural effuſion of 
love. The following may therefor ſyffice as a ſpeci- 
men of the language of entreaty often uſed by Lew, 
when exhorting his brethren to the duties incumbent 
on them as Chriſtians. _ ©* I beſeech you, therefor, 
< brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye preſent 
* your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable 
«© unto God, which is your reaſonable ſervice (d). 
Now I beſeech you brethren, by the name of our 


- (a) Philip. i. 8. (3) 1 Thed, iii. 8, 9, 10. 
(e) 2 Cor. xii. 15. (% Rom. xiþ 4. 


a 


(3) 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the and thing, 
« and that there be ne diviſions atnong you; but 
et that ye be perfectly j joined together in the ſame 
* mind, and in the Laing) judgment (a). If there be 
« therefor any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort 
© of love, if any fellowſhip- of che Spirit, if any 
© bowels and mercies: fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 
e like-minded, having the fas love, being of one 
& accord, of one mind (6), I therefor, the priſoner 
* of the Lord, beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of 
de the 'vocation wherewith ye are called: with all 
„ lowlinefs and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, for- 
s bearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep 
* the u iy of the Spirit in the bond of peace (c). 
< Thefefor my brethren; dearly beloved and longed 
< for, my joy and crown, ſo ſtand faſt in the Lord, 
% my dearly beloved (4d). We have great joy and 
e conſolation in thy love, becauſe the bowels of the 
© ſaints are refreſhed by thee, brother. Wherefor 
e though I might be much bold in Chriſt, to enjoin 
e thee that which is convenient, yet for love $ fake 
„ rather beſeech thee, being fuch an one as Paul 
the aged, and now alſo a priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt, 
J beſeech thee for my fon Oneſimus, whom I have 
© begotten in my bonds.—Thou therefor receive 
ce him that is mine own bowels.—Yea, brother, let 
% me have joy of thee in the Lord; refreſh my 
* bowels in the Lord. Having confidence in thy 
* obedience, I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou 
« wilt alſo do more than I ſay (e).“ You may alſo 
take the following as a ſpecimen of his way of ad- 
dreſſing their conſciences, when he meant to impreſs 
upon their minds a due ſenſe of their danger, and 
to move them with fear. Thou ſtandeft by faith. 
Be not high-minded but fear. For if God ſpared 
cc not the natural branches, take heed left he alſo 


(a) 1 Cor. i. 10. (5) Philip. ii. 1. 00 Epheſ. iv. 1, 2, 3. 
(4) Philip. iv. 1. (e) 3 ver. 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 20, 21. 


en 


* «© ſpare not thee (a). If any man defile the temple 
“of God, him ſhall God al for the temple Wt 
* God: is holy, which temple ye are (5). Know ye 


“e not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the king. _ 
« dom of God? Be not deceived (c). If ye live _ 


ce after the fleſh, ye ſhall die (d). Be not deceived, 


& God is not mocked: for whatſoever a man ſoweth, , 


5e that ſhall he alſo reap, _ For he that ſoweth to his 
e fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: but he 
te that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap 
5© life everlaſting (e). Let no man deceive you 
« with vain words: for becauſe of theſe things 
% cometh the wrath of God upon the children ef 
“ diſobedience. Be not ye therefor partakers with 
„them (J).“ | 

When we conſider the lively 2eal by which this 
Apoſtle was actuated, and his earneſt deſire for the ſal- 
vation of ſinners, and the edification of the churches, 
ſo often expreſled in his writings, it would be quite 
unnatural to ſuppoſe that his outward appearance 
and manner did not bear evident marks of the fer- 
vency of his ſpirit. Read the ſecond chapter of his 
firſt epiſtle to the Theſſalonians throughout, —make 
a pauſe at verſe 8th, where he ſays, © So being af- 
* fectionately deſirous of you, we were willing to 
have imparted unto you, not the goſpel of God 
only, but alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear 
«< unto us.” Is it poſlible, think you, that the man 
who could utter theſe words with ſincerity, could at 
the ſame time appear dry, unanimated, or careleſs, 
in preaching the goſpel? Would not his very looks, 
as well as his words, convince the Theſſalonians that 
he could impart unto them his ſoul? 

Upon the whole, brethren, I reckon this ſubject 

of very great importance. Your attention to the 
things that have been ſpoken will contribute gently 


(a) Row. Xi. 20, 31. {6} 8 "oy" 2 28 (c) 1 Cor. vi. g. 
(4) Rom. viii. 13. 0 Gal. vi. 7, 8 (71 Epheſ. v. 6, 7. 
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to our edification: your neglect of them-will mar it. 
I believe none will have any objection to what has 
been ſaid, as to the matter of exhortation: but as to 
the manner of it, ſome may perhaps be difficulted, 
this being rather a new doctrine among us. I am 
only ſorry that it ſnould be ſo, and hope that it will 
be the more attended to in future, on account of it's 
having been ſo long neglected. I ſhall now endea- 
vour to anſwer ſome of the moſt material objeQtions. 
Object. 1. The rules are too nice, it will be diffi- 
cult to follow them, and the brethren will be preven- 
ted from ſpeaking at all, leſt they ſhould not do it in a 
proper manner.” _ = 
As to the nicety of the rules, I have only to 
ſay that they are all agreeable to the nature of the 
truth, and many ſcripture examples, which hath 
been already ſhown. They are quite natural, and 
for this reaſon cannot be nice or difficult: all that is 
pled for, is juſt the natural expreſſion of what a man 
feels; why then ſhould any be diſcouraged, except 
thoſe who do not really feel the power of the truth? 
of which number I hope there are none among us. 
Were I to tell you, that when you go to viſit the 
ſick, it would be improper juſt to fit down, look 
around you in a careleſs manner, and ſpeak only 
about the trifles of the day: that your words and 
looks ſhould be kind and affectionate, your conver- 
ſation ſuch as has a tendency to comfort; and all 
your deportment expreſſive of your love, ſympathy, 
and care: would you ſay that I meant to hinder you 
from viſiting the ſick, or that an exhortation of this 
kind had any ſuch tendency? The concluſion would 
| be equally unfair in the one caſe as in the other. 
Object. 2. Every one is not capable to ſpeak in a 
lively and pathetic manner, however much they may 
be under the practical influence of the truth. Some 
are prevented by their very conſtitution and frame 
of mind, from being deeply affected with any thing; 
and others cannot, on account of their natural timi- 
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221 ; and backwardneſs, expreſs what they really 
ks an true that there is a great variety in 
the conſtitution and frame of the human mind, and 
on many accounts it cannot be expected, that eve 
one ſhould be able to ſpeak the truth with the ſame 
degree of zeal and fervent love. But this is not ſup- 
poſed, in any thing that has been ſaid upon the ſub- 
ject. Vet ſurely you muſt be convinced, that it is 
the duty, and would be the privilege, of every one 
who exhorts his brethren, to be under the full in- 
fluence and power of what he ſays; and when this 
is the caſe, that it is natural for him to ſhow by out- 
ward ſigns the fervency of his ſpirit. We may often 
come ſhort of this, but it does not on this account 
ceaſe to be our duty. Whatever may be ſaid about 
natural defects and infirmities, which no doubt pre- 
vent ſome from appearing ſo lively and affectionate 
as others, there is no man incapable of being viſibly 
affected with the important concerns of this life: and 
there are none ſo timid and backward, as to be al- 
ways prevented from =, Prat, Drag grief or joy to 
thoſe in whom they confide. Now we are ſurely to 
expect that the goſpel will have a more powerful in- 
fluence in theſe reſpects, than the moſt important 
worldly concerns. If it is otherwiſe, we give no 
Rogen evidence that we really believe it. | 
Object. 3. This method of addreſs is too aſſum- 
ing, and does not ſuit with that lowlineſs of mind, and 
ſubjeQion one to another, which is highly becoming 
among Chriſtians, and often recommended in the 
word of God. It may perhaps be allowable for 
teachers to ſpeak to us in a perſonal and earneſt 
manner; but if the brethren in general were to do 
ſo, they might juſtly be conſidered as ſtepping out 
of their line, and aſſuming an authority to which 
they are not entitled.“ „„ 

It is admitted that there, may be a danger of ſome- 
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(3 
thing of this kind, particularly in thoſe who are na- 
turally of a keen and forward diſpoſition; or when 
the outward appearance and manner is ſtudied, with- 
out being ſolicitous to cultivate ſuch a ſtate of mind, 


as would natively produce all that we are pleading 


for. In this caſe, it will be very aukward to attempt 
it, and thoſe who do ſo will appear affected, and per- 


haps dictatorial, and 22 But how it ſhould 


be imagined, that this is neceſſarily connected with 
the genuine expreſſions of fervent love, in the moſt 
familiar and perſonal manner of addreſs, I cannot 
comprehend. It muſt be evident at firſt fight, that 
love to the ſouls of our brethren, and the ſigns of this 
which may appear in our way of ſpeaking to them a- 
bout the goſpel, are not only conſiſtent with lowli- 
neſs of mind, but cannot ſubſift without it; as you 
will ſee from theſe characters of love given us by the 
Apoſtle. ** Charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
& not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf 
„ unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own.“ (a) 

It is not unlikely that a miſtake about what I have 
endeavoured to urge upon you, may give riſe to this 
objection. Perhaps you may think, that fine lan- 
guage, and a formal ſtudied manner of ſpeech, or 


what one would call a preaching ſtile, 1s the thing 


intended. This is by no means the caſe. I woul 

have every man to ſpeak in a way that is perfectly 
natural to himſelf, and as he would do in a pathetic 
converſation, when the important truths of the goſpel 
warm his heart, and lead him, almoſt without defign, 


' to expreſs himſelf in a ſtriking, lively, and affectionate 


manner. When this is done with ſimplicity and 
godly ſincerity; your ſelf-difidence and humility, 
will be as conſpicuous as your love and zeal. 
Object. 4. This is making too much to depend 
on our manner of ſpeaking, and derogating from the 


(a) 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5. 


© i } | 
power of the truth itſelf, which does not ſtand in 
need of human aid, and can only be made effeQual 
dy the Spirit of God.” | : 
This is perhaps one of the moſt ſpecious objections 
that could be urged; yet it will not be difficult to 
ſhow that it is without foundation. I acknowledge 
that in regard to the preaching of the goſpel, the 
Apoſtle ſets aſide the means which human wiſdom 
would deviſe, ſuch as, enticing words of man's wiſ- 
dom (a), deceit' and guile (5), flattering words (c), 
and all that is ſuited to pleaſe and gratify the natural 
inclinations of men (d): and he aſcribes the effects 
produced by the goſpel ſolely to the wiſdom and the 


power of God (e). It is neceſſary to pay the ſtricteſt 


attention to this in exhorting one another. But tho” 
the Apoſtle diſcards worldly wiſdom, flattery, and 
deceit; where does he ſet aſide zeal and fervour, in 
thoſe who are appointed to preach the goſpel, or in 
brethren ſpeaking to one another about the things of 
God? Does he not on the contrary give a ſtriking 
example of this in himſelf, as we have already ſeen (J)? 

And does he not alſo recommend it to others (g)? 

It is quite wrong to imagine, that becauſe the 
power of God is alone ſufficient to edify his people 
by means of his word and ordinances, therefor we 
have nothing to do in regard to this matter. If ſo, 
what would be the uſe of being connected together in 
a church, and attending upon ordinances? We might 
as well read the word of God at home, as ſcattered 
individuals, and expect in this way to be built up on 
our moſt holy faith; which is oppoſite to the whole 
ſpirit of the New Teſtament. Let us follow out this 


(a) 1 Cor. i 17. & ii. 1. 4. (e) 1 Cor. i. 17. to the end. 
5) 1 Theſſ. ii. 3. Chap. ii. throughout. 
c) „ Chap. iii. 6. 

4) ver. 4. 2 Cor. iv. 7. 


: . Chap. . „ 
(/) Pag. 27, 28. (g) 2 xx. 17. to 36. 2 Tim. iv. 2, 5 
> | 2 | 
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objection, and ſee where it leads us. There are 
many duties expreſsly enjoined upon us in the word 
of God, which muſt all be ſet aſide, if we give place 


to it in it's full extent. For inſtance, we are ex- 


horted to warn the unruly, to comfort the feeble 
minded, and to ſupport the weak (a); but what 
need is there for ſuch injunctions, if the word is al- 
ways to produce theſe effects, without relation to any 
means uſed by us? May not the unruly be ſuffered 
to go on till the word of God correct them? May 
not the feeble minded droop and languiſh, till they 
find comfort to themſelves; and the weak fall before 


their enemies, till they meet with ſtrength and ſup- 


port by their own attention to the word of God?— 
When our brother treſpaſſes againſt us, we are com- 
manded to go and tell him his fault. If he will not 


hear us, then we muſt take with us one or two more, 


to enforce our admonition, and to be witneſſes of 
his behaviour. If he ſhall negle@ to hear them, we 
muſt tell it unto the church, that he may likewiſe be 
admoniſhed by them, and reclaimed if poſſible. But 
if he negle& to hear the church, he muſt be unto us 
as an heathen man, and a publican (H). Now, is not 
this directing us to a variety of means for the purpoſe 
of reclaiming an offending brother? And does not 


the objection make all this unneceſſary, while it pro- 


ceeds upon the ſuppoſition that the word of God a- 
lone ought to convince our brother of his fault, 
without any endeavours on our part to bring him to 


repentance? If it ſhall be ſaid, that no doubt we 


muſt in ſuch caſes make uſe of the word of God, but 
then little or nothing depends on our manner of do- 
ing ſo, provided we bring up ſcriptures ſuited to the 
purpoſe we have in view; the oppoſite of this will 


alſo appear from the inſtances that have juſt been 


mentioned. Would you comfort the feeble mind- 


(a) 1 Theſſ. „ | (5) Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. 


ed, [ad fapport the weak, in the Tan manner es you 


would warn the unruly? Or could yo to 
convince a brother of his fault, if you ſhould attack 
him with ſuch violence or ill kumour, as might juſtly 
lead him to think that perſonal reſentment, and not 
love to his ſoul, was the cauſe of your dealing with 
him? If, notwithſtanding of this, he were reclaimed; 
which no doubt might be the cafe, I ſhould moſt 
readily acknowledge that it was owing, not to your 
endeavours, but to the word of God alone. 
The Lord makes uſe of means ſuited to bring a- 
bout the ends he has in view: and one of the means 
which he hath appointed for our edification and com- 
fort, is the duty we have been confidering. When 
vou perform it in a ſuitable manner, and give evi- 
dence that the word of Chriſt dwells richly in your 
hearts, as well as your judgments; is not this the 
work of God? And mult not all the good effects 
produced by your doing fo, be aſcribed to him who 
worketh all in all? (a) How then can this be ſaid to 
derogate from the power of the truth, or ſet aſide 
the effectual working of the Spirit of God? In ſo far 
as you come ſhort of what has juſt been mentioned, 
you hinder the truth from appearing in it's native 
beauty and excellency. Can this have any tendency 
to obviate the objection, and to ſhow that the word 
of God is quick and powerful? Do we not rather 
give evidence of it's power by the very thing againſt 
which the objection is levelled? 

I ſhall now conclude with obſerving, that I do not 
expect to ſee any of the brethren always come up to 
the rules that have been laid down, nor am J at all 
perſuaded that I have done ſo myſelf, or that I ſhall 
always do ſo in future. Alas! brethren, our hearts 
are often too little affected by the goſpel of Chriſt to 
enable us to ſpeak with affection, fervour, and zeal, 


(a) 1 Cor. xii. 11. 
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and we may often be conſcious alſo of much inſin- 
cerity, pride, and hypocriſy: but theſe things are 


ſinful; let us ſtrive againſt them, and pray to the 
God of hope, that he would fill us with all Joy and 
peace in believing, that we may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Then ſhall 


we exhort one another with ſincere and unaffected 
feryour of ſpirit, and make it appear to our brethren 


that we are under the lively impreſſions of things un- 
ſeen and eternal. is is all I want, and if my en- 


deavours, under the bleſſing of God, ſhall in any 
meaſure contribute te this end, I ſhall rejoice, and 
give him the glory.” | 


| 
! 
| 


